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Energy Efficiency Working Group

Fifth meeting, 13th June 2005, Athens

Energy Efficiency Policy Initiatives and Links with Flexible Mechanisms for GHG Emissions Abatement

Potential contribution of EnR to the EU Strategy on Energy Efficiency

MINUTES
The 5th meeting of the EEWG took place in Athens on the 13th of June 2005 at CRES’s premises. It was the last meeting in the context of the work programme of the period 2003-2004. Seven organisations participated, namely:

SenterNovem (Rob Kool, Renee Bruel)

CRES (Kostas Tigas, Nicolas Karapanagiotis, Harris Andreosatos, Kostas Sioulas)

EST (Brian Samuel)

IDAE (Carlos Barquero)

CEA (Martin Fiala)

STEM (Anna Forsberg)

ADEME (Didier Bosseboeuf)
The main topics of the Agenda (attached) were as follows:

· Information exchange on established EU studies/initiatives for new EE policy instruments & Flexible Mechanisms for GHG emissions reduction

· The EU Energy Efficiency Framework:

1) EU Energy Efficiency services / Emissions Trading Scheme / Linking Directive   2) EIE Programme Actions 3) EU EE Initiative & forthcoming Green Paper on EE

· Follow-up and Capacity Building Approaches

· National Policies & Best Practices EE and GHG policy instruments. GHG National Policies Table. 

· Potential contribution of EnR Members to the EU strategy on Energy Efficiency - EE Initiative & Green Paper on EE

· Communication with other working groups. Cooperation with the Monitoring Working Group & feedback

· Preparation of EnR Members in view of the UK EU Presidency high profile event on Energy Efficiency 

· Elaboration of the new Work Programme of the EEWG 2005-2006

At the beginning of the meeting Kostas Tigas, the chairman of the working group, gave a presentation on the 1st work programme of the working group (2003-2004) which would have been completed in this 5th meeting. He also gave a presentation on the EEWG documents database. New user ids and new passwords would be granted to new members of the working group, a few days after the meeting.
The first technical session of the meeting concerned information exchange on established EU studies or initiatives for new Energy Efficiency Policy instruments and Flexible Mechanisms for Greenhouse Gases Emissions Reduction.

After a short presentation of CRES on the EU framework, several presentations, were given by the participants and a round table discussion followed regarding the follow-up of the EU policies on the national level.
CRES gave a presentation on the present Greek policies which are mainly being implemented through the so-called Operational Programme for Competitiveness providing direct subsidies to investments. Additionally CRES gave a presentation on their participation in EU projects regarding white certificates, green certificates and emissions trading.

SenterNovem presented the situation in the Netherlands and mentioned that the government policy now focuses on energy efficiency to meet the GHG targets. 

EST mentioned that a government review on climate change policies will be announced in November 2005. That includes consultation on biomass industry, biofuels for transport, micro-CHP generation, RES integrated small buildings and a Energy Efficiency policy review.

STEM presented the situation in Sweden and mentioned that 130 industries have signed Long Term Agreements and that there will be a policy review up to the end of August 2005. STEM conducted a statistical survey concerning the buildings sector.
IDEA gave a presentation on the Energy Efficiency Strategy in Spain for the years 2004-2012. That includes subsidies, tax exceptions and other financial support measures. Investments of a budget of 26,108 million € are foreseen.

ADEME presented the situation in France and focused on their participation in the introduction of white certificates in France. 

Finally CEA presented the energy efficiency situation in the Czech Republic

The next session was on the Potential contribution of EnR Members to the EU Strategy on Energy Efficiency - EE Initiative & Green Paper on EE.

Two introductory presentations were given by CRES.

The first presentation was on the level of implementation of the Energy Efficiency Policies in the EU. This presentation was actually based on a relevant survey conducted by the EnR Secretariat.

A general conclusion from the survey was that there is a need for making the present policies more clear.
There is confusion over a number of issues such as:
· What are the available policy measures?
· What are the effects of the policy measures?
· Are the policy measures coordinated?
Another issue is the fact that a number of instruments are implemented or will be implemented in the near future and as the number of instruments gets larger, the likelihood of unwanted and unforeseen effects to occur is rising. It might be a good idea to pause and think about the main problems that all this instruments were meant to solve and to reconsider the mix and number of policy instruments needed to achieve the targets. At the same time one should consider separately specific problems in countries in transition.
The second CRES presentation was an introduction on the forthcoming EU Green Paper on Energy Efficiency.

The discussion that followed was on the potential EnR contribution, in view of the forthcoming energy efficiency developments.

It was discussed that the EnR EEWG is the right place for the preparation of such a contribution and that a report could be elaborated to formulate the EnR position regarding the Green Paper on Energy Efficiency. This report would be based on the questionnaire associated with the Green Paper on EE, which will be used for the relevant debate. The report will only include compiled ideas of the EnR members and it will not include separate contributions of the different energy centres. The report or position paper of EnR will be produced for internal EnR use for exchange of information purposes. The relevant paper will be presented in the full members meeting in the beginning of 2006 and the EnR full members will decide whether or not this position paper will be used for communication with the EC.
The next topic of the Agenda was the communication of the EEWG with the Monitoring Tools Working Group chaired by ADEME.
Didier Bosseboeuf, the chairman of the Monitoring Tools Working Group gave a presentation on the activities of this working group and the use of the ODYSSEY and MURE databases.

A discussion on the potential co-operation between the two working groups followed.

It was decided that the EEWG would start co-operation with the monitoring tools working group by working together on ex-post policy evaluation examples.

Subsequently, EST informed the EEWG members on the potential organisation of a high level Energy Efficiency 2-day event under the UK Presidency on November 2005.
EST mentioned that a ministerial approvement was pending for the organisation of such an event and that the event would focus on 3-4 issues such as industry, housing, transport, and cross cutting. It is anticipated that DEFRA will be funding the event and therefore influence the selection of topics.
In the closing session of the meeting the EEWG members elaborated a new work programme for the period 2005-2006.
The new work programme for the period 2005-2006 includes three meetings and it is as follows:
September 2005 meeting

· Contribute to the Debate regarding the Green Paper for Energy Efficiency. 

· Preparing an EnR version of Questionnaire answers.

· Elaborating a compilation of the EnR members feedback. The ideas will be presented as EnR and not as separate organisations.

· Preparation of a High Level Event during the UK presidency. (If such an Event is agreed and involvement of the EEWG is requested).
· Initiating ex-post policy evaluation examples.

· Potential preparation of EC-funded project proposals.
January 2006 meeting

· Contribution to the Action Plan of the Green Paper for Energy Efficiency:

· Contributing with the ideas of the EnR members, regarding priorities in the Action Plan.
· Analysing the Action Plan and defining a Potential Role of EnR/Energy Agencies in the EE developments (advising other working groups).
· Preparing a report on the degree of implementation of the policies on the national level. 

· Working on ex-post policy evaluation examples.
June 2006 meeting

· Formalising co-operation with the Monitoring Tools working group 

· Elaboration of a new Work Programme

· Taking into consideration the policy developments 

· Ensuring complementarities with the Monitoring Tools working group
At the end of the meeting some potential modifications in the TOR were also discussed which are presented here by section.

Principles section:
· The EEWG shall not act as a lobby group. It should not try to influence policy, but should feel free to provide technical advice on different policy options, based on the experience of the member countries within EnR and on the heterogenity of the EnR members.
Objectives section:
· Provide technical support, institutional support and capacity building services for the European institutions and, in particular, the European Commission in their work to promote energy efficiency
· Explore energy efficiency policies and co-ordinate energy efficiency measures linked to greenhouse gas emission mitigation mechanisms for member countries. 

Activities section:
To add

· Collaboration with other working groups of EnR
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held in Utrecht at SenterNovem premises on 26th and 27th September 2005.
	Energy Efficiency Working Group (EEWG)

	5th Meeting, Monday 13th of June 2005
“Energy efficiency policy initiatives and links with flexible mechanisms for   

 GHG emissions abatement”

“Potential contribution of EnR to the EU strategy on Energy Efficiency”
Venue: CRES, Athens

AGENDA

	9:30
	Welcome - Meeting Purpose

Review of EEWG Work Programme 2003-2004
	CRES

	10:00
	Information exchange on established EU studies/initiatives for new EE policy instruments & Flexible Mechanisms for GHG emissions reduction
	CRES / All experts welcomed



	10:45
	Coffee break
	

	11:00
	The EU Framework

1) EU E-Eservices / ETS / Linking Directive   2) EIE Programme Actions 3) forthcoming EU EE Initiative & Green Paper on EE

Follow-up and Capacity Building Approaches

 National Policies & Best Practices EE and GHG policy instruments. GHG National Policies Table.
	CRES / All experts welcomed



	12:00
	Potential contribution of EnR Members to the EU strategy on Energy Efficiency - EE Initiative & Green Paper on EE
	CRES/EnR Secretariat/All experts welcomed

	13:00
	Lunch break
	

	14:00
	Communication with other working groups – Cooperation with the Monitoring Working Group & feedback
	CRES/ADEME

	15:00
	Preparation of EnR Members in view of the UK EU Presidency high profile event on Energy Efficiency 
	CRES / EnR Secretariat / All experts welcomed

	16:00
	Coffee break
	

	16:15
	Elaboration of the new Work Programme of the EEWG 2005-2006. Towards joint EnR EEWG pilot action proposals for EIE 
	CRES / EnR Secretariat/

All experts welcomed

	18:15
	Resuming meeting results – Next steps
	CRES

	18:30
	End of Meeting
	

	21:00
	Dinner
	All welcomed
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