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	1. Overview of Working Group
(aims, objectives, key elements of work programme, participating organisations, etc)

	The Energy Efficiency Working Group was established in the EnR full members meeting of the year 2002 and started its operation in the year 2003.

The aim of the Working Group is to increase the quality and effectiveness of the energy efficiency work in the countries within EnR and the European Union by providing a leading forum for communication and co-operation on issues of common interest, with special emphasis on practical and operational matters in relation to programmes and measures.
The objectives of the EEWG are :

· Act as the working group of the EnR in the field of energy efficiency, focusing on practical and operational issues concerning the impact of the implementation of policies, programmes and measures

· Facilitate communication and exchange of information on the experience gained from putting energy efficiency policies into practice in the countries represented in EnR

· Identify problems and barriers in areas of common interest, elaborate potential solutions and proposing good practices or project initiatives to address these problems

· Provide technical support for the European institutions and, in particular, the European Commission in their work to promote energy efficiency

· Explore energy efficiency policies linked to greenhouse gas emission mitigation mechanisms for member countries.

The following 12 organizations have already  participated in meetings of the EEWG.
ADEME, AEA, CEA, CRES, ENEA, ENOVA, EST, IDAE, MOTIVA, SenterNovem, SEI, STEM.



	2. Strategic Impact
(assessment of impact of WG activities with respect to supporting European and national policy objectives)



	The EEWG has undertaken initiatives for establishing an EnR position regarding energy efficiency policy issues : 
The first initiative of this type was related to the Green Paper for Energy Efficiency.
The idea behind the formulation of a position paper regarding the Green Paper for Energy Efficiency was initiated in the 5th meeting of the EEWG in Athens on the 13th of June 2005, after communication between the EnR president and the chairman of the EEWG.

In this meeting a procedure was included in the Work Programme of the Working Group as follows :

In order to contribute to the debate regarding the Green Paper for Energy Efficiency. 

· The EEWG would Prepare an EnR version of questionnaire answers.

· A core team in the EEWG would elaborate a compilation of the EnR members feedback. The ideas would be presented as EnR and not as separate organisations.

The next two meetings (6th, 7th) of the EEWG were organised in such a way to support this effort in conformity with the deadlines of the EC.

In addition, a letter was distributed by the chairman of the EEWG and the EnR secretariat to invite the EnR members to contribute to the questionnaire.

Since ten organisations participated in the effort (about 50% of the EnR members) the material collected was sufficient to prepare a document representing the EnR ideas. 

Inside the EEWG, four organisations have been able to participate in the formulation of a core team. In addition a working group of CRES (chair of the EEWG) was also formulated.

After collecting the information the working group of CRES elaborated a first compilation of the questionnaires. Then the three reviewers contributed with comments and corrections.

A second review was elaborated by the EEWG during the 7th meeting of the group in Dublin, in early February 2006. 

After presenting the 2nd review to the Full Members meeting of EnR (also in Dublin), a procedure was agreed for the final review which was completed during the Thinking Group Meeting of EnR in Vienna on the 15th of March 2006. A few days later the final version was ready, it was reviewed for the English Language by EST and it was sent to the EC by the EnR president.

The second policy initiative of the EEWG was related to the Action Plan for Energy Efficiency.
After a proposal of ADEME, during the Troika Plus meeting on the 12th of May 2006, it was decided to arrange a meeting between a core team of the EEWG and the European Commission, in order to provide consultation regarding the Action Plan for Energy Efficiency. 

On the 24th of May a preparatory meeting took place between the  EnR EEWG (CRES, SENTERNOVEM and ADEME) and the EC (Randall Bowie), at the ADEME office in Brussels. An agenda was formulated for a final meeting of the 16th of June.

On the 16th of June the EEWG represented by CRES, SenterNovem, EST, ADEME and STEM gave a presentation of the position of the EEWG, on the Draft Action Plan on Energy Efficiency of the EC, to Randall Bowie and a number of other Desk Officers of the EC.

It was agreed, that the EnR EEWG would send a position paper on the Draft Action Plan on EE and that

they would fill-in a questionnaire, in order to provide supporting information regarding the Action Plan.
Both the position paper and the filled-in questionnaire were sent to the EC on the 27th of July 2006.


	3. Joint Projects
(short description of projects launched and/or carried out by the WG: volume, scope and objectives)

	One IEE project proposal was submitted successfully at DG TREN as a follow up of the 3rd meeting of the EEWG. The title of the project is Benchmarking and Energy management Schemes in SMEs “BESS”


	Participants: SENTER-NOVEM (leading organisation), ENOVA/(IFE(NEPAS), EVA, MOTIVA, CRES, LEI, IDAE, JSI, SEI, STEM, SEEA and SOFENA), CIAA (Co-federation of EU Food & Drink Industries)
One IEE project proposal was prepared for submission as a follow up of the 5th meeting of the EEWG. The title of the project is Financial Energy Efficiency Mechanisms Network:  a country/mechanism matrix approach “FEEMNET”


	4. Assessment of Working Group Activities
(chairperson’s and WG members’ assessment of benefits, successes and problems of WG, activity of members in contributing to the work, etc.)
Since 2003 the EnR EEWG has carried out a number of activities which included the organisation of .. a number of workshops related to energy efficiency policy. The relevant topics were :

· long term agreements in industry

· the buildings directive

· the EU ETS

· the green paper for energy efficiency

· the ESD and the Action Plan for Energy Efficiency

The working group has been very active and efficient over the last 2 years. The formulation of a core team for the implementation of energy efficiency policy tasks was a critical decision towards the success of the working group. The key point for establishing successful activities of this type, was the fact that a number of organisations delegated highly qualified people. This was done after a request of the EnR presidency in view of the recent energy efficiency developments.
In addition to the above, the EEWG has established a continuous co-operation with the Monitoring Tools WG, in topics related to the ex-post evaluation of energy efficiency measures.


	5. Plans for the Future

	5.1 Short-to-medium term (1-2 years)

	For the year 2007 it is planned to provide additional support to the EC regarding the progress of the national action plans on energy efficiency probably with an EnR intervention in the Amsterdam Forum.


	5.1 Long-term strategy (3-5 years)

	Exchange of experience on best practices regarding the energy efficiency policies implementation. Transfer these experiences to the European Commission.


	6. Specific Issues for Full Meeting Input
(any particular issues that the WG chairperson wants to receive input and opinions to from EnR Full and Regular Members)

	Suggested modifications of the TOR :

Principles section

· The EEWG shall not act as a lobby group. It will provide technical advice on different policy options, based on the experience of the member countries within EnR and on the heterogenity of the EnR members.

Objectives section

	· Provide technical support, institutional support and capacity building for the European institutions and, in particular, the European Commission in their work to promote energy efficiency
· Explore the energy efficiency policies implementation and the development of co-ordinated energy efficiency measures linked to greenhouse gas emission mitigation mechanisms for member countries.

Activities section

To add

· Collaboration with other working groups of EnR
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